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INTRODUCTION

Based on Paul Grice’s theory (1989), there is a principle called the cooperative principle 
which suggests that there are four maxims that are needed to create effective and 
cooperative communication.

This research aims to identify and analyze the types of maxim violations and their 
frequency in responses regarding the COVID-19 pandemic made by Indonesian 
government to show its communicative impact on the public. 

• Why Violations of Cooperative Principle’s Maxims?

Violation of the maxims can lead to a breakdown in communication and cause 
misunderstanding between the speaker and the listener. 

• Why Indonesian Government Officials’ Statements on COVID-19 Pandemic?

This examines how the Indonesian government communicates with its people during a 
global crisis and whether its communication strategies adhere to effective 
communication and cooperation principles.



LITERATURE REVIEW
Previous Studies:

• How Comparative Principle operates in different languages and cultures and 
how it affects communication in various contexts (Levinson, 1983; Sperber and 
Wilson, 1986))

• How politicians use language to persuade their audience and shape public 
opinion (Charaudeau and Maingueneau, 2002; van Dijk, 1997); Maillat and 
Oswald, 2009)

• How Indonesian politicians use language to construct and maintain their public 
image and achieve their political goals (Prayitno et al., 2019; Wijayanti et al., 
2022)



METHOD

1. Online search of news article about early Covid-19 
pandemic in Indonesia was conducted.

2. Descriptive-qualitative analysis was conducted to 
identify the statements that violated the 
Cooperative Principle's maxims.

3. Each statement was directly classified based on 
which maxim was violated and was explained by 
using Grice's theory on Comparative Principle.



FINDING AND DISCUSSION



FINDING AND DISCUSSION
Example of each maxim violation:
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