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INTRODUCTION
Phenomenon: cockfighting is synonymous 
with crime

Cockfighting is considered sacred and it is 
part of the rituals of the Balinese people

Blurred boundaries between tradition and 
crime

FACTS: Textually, cockfighting has been 
recorded since pre-colonial and colonial times

PROBLEMS: Why, how, and to what 
extent is cockfighting narrated by local 
and European sources?
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METHOD Historical Method

Local Sources European Sources



FINDING AND DISCUSSION

The Story of Ciung Wanara and Panji 
Kelaras: Cockfighting in Oral Tradition

Pleyte examines the oral tradition of Ciung 
Wanara and Pandji Kelaras

Ciung Wanara and Pandji Kelaras are 
different stories

Similarities:

1. Cockfighting was commonly held in royal 
courts.

2. An element of gambling always 
accompanied cockfighting, whether 
practiced by kings or commoners.

3. The story is about a neglected crown 
prince who later gained the throne 
through cockfighting.



FINDING AND DISCUSSION

Cockfighting in Travel Notes and Ethnography

“But of all the species of gaming, that to 
which the Indian islanders are most fondly 
addicted is staking on the issue of the 
combat of pugnacious animals. The cock, 
from his superior courage, is the great 
favourite; and the diversion of cock lighting 
is most especially in vogue among the 
Malays, the people of Celebes, and the 
Balinese” (John Crawfurd, History of Indian 
Archipelago, 1820).

“…cockfighting (aduh jagu) were formerly very 
prevalent … among common people, but by no 
means to the same extent as practised in the 
other island of the Archipelago” (Raffles, The 
History of Java, 1816)

Cockfighting is a ‘national game’ (generally held 
in all places in the archipelago)

Cockfighting is always accompanied by betting



FINDING AND DISCUSSION

Cockfighting from a Colonial Legal Perspective and Media Reporting

Police regulations 1870

“Siapa jang tiada ada koewasa maka dia adoe ajam 
oetawa djangkrik, di djalan djalan dan di tanah lapang, 
dan lain-lain tempat jang oemoem. Мaka ajam dan 
djangkrik itoe di rampas dan di boenoeh”

Wetboek van Strafrecht voor Nederlandsch Indie 
1918

“Cockfighting or cricket fighting on a public road 
or in a place accessible to the public is punishable 
by imprisonment for a maximum of six days or a 
fine of up to twenty-five guilders”



FINDING AND DISCUSSION

Cockfighting from a Colonial Legal Perspective and Media Reporting

Cockfighting arrests were frequently 
reported in newspapers published in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries.

“Gambling and cockfighting seem to have 
caught the attention of the police, as a police 
department will also be tasked with 
eradicating these crimes.”



CONCLUSION

Narratives about cockfighting have always appeared in every era and are narrated in sources 
produced at that time.

Over time, cockfighting has undergone transformations in terms of substance and meaning.

Historically, cockfighting has been both an elite and a public game.

Cockfighting has evolved from a legal game to an illegal game.
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