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INTRODUCTION

▪ Local wisdom as part of a non-structural response to disaster risk

▪ Haul Kalembak as part of the community's collective disaster 
memory

▪ Rituals are not only spiritual, but also store ecological knowledge 
and disaster history

▪ Digital platforms as a bridge between the old and young 
generations in maintaining the sustainability of ritual meaning.

▪ Indonesian people and local governments are not ready to face 
disasters

▪ Community preparedness for disasters shows an increase in 
knowledge. However, this knowledge has not yet become the 
attitudes, behaviors and culture that associate life with disaster 
mitigation

▪ In disaster management and planning, it is necessary to combine 
science and technology (Science and Technology) with local 
wisdom(https://mongabay.co.id/)

Source: Kompas.com

Source: BPBD, 2018



LITERATURE REVIEW

Local wisdom stores ecological knowledge that is inherited from generation to generation (Rahman 
et al., 2018; Sutarto & Midun, 2020).

Rituals contain the symbolism of the sacred human-nature relationship (Eliade, 1959; Turner, 1969).

The phenomenological approach emphasizes subjective experience and symbolic meaning in rites 
(Schutz, 1967; van Manen, 1990).

Digital transformation enables the preservation and dissemination of cultural values across 
generations (Giaccardi, 2012)

Local youth play an important role in the process of digitalization and cultural transmission 
(Nasution & Yamin, 2022)

Traditional rites are effective as a tool for contextual and participatory environmental education 
(Capra, 1996; Utami & Nugroho, 2021).



METHOD

The researcher actively participated in and observed the Haul 
Kalembak ritual, including preparatory stages, processions, 
prayers, and maritime offerings. This allowed the researcher to 
grasp the embodied practices and non-verbal elements that 
often escape textual description. Field notes, audiovisual 
recordings, and reflexive journaling were used to document 
observations.

Furthermore, a phenomenological approach was applied to 
analyze the collected data. This approach centers on 
understanding the subjective experiences, symbolic meanings, 
and emotional resonances embedded in the ritual. The goal was 
to uncover how community members make sense of ecological 
threats through cultural expressions, and how the ritual 
functions as a form of intergenerational ecological transmission.



FINDING AND DISCUSSION
The Symbolic Meaning of the Kalembak Haul Ritual

This rite represents the relationship between man and 
nature and God through symbols such as river water, 
offerings, and prayer readings. Kalembak is a sacred 
place that the community believes is able to ward off 
floods and landslides. The presence of cross-
generational residents shows the internalization of 
cosmological values from generation to generation. 

Local Practices as Social Capital 

Community Mitigation collectively cleans the 
environment around the river before the ritual as a form 
of community-based mitigation (CBDRM). This activity 
raises awareness of the importance of maintaining 
ecological balance as part of spirituality.

Digital Traces and Collective Memory

Ritual documentation through social media and digital 
video platforms creates a cultural archive that expands 
the reach of local values. Digitalization connects local 
traditions with the global discourse on cultural 
resilience.



The Role of the Young Generation and Digital Media

Young people are involved as archivists and disseseends of 
ritual content digitally, demonstrating a new form of 
involvement in cultural preservation. They repackage 
environmental and spiritual messages into visual language 
and popular narratives, bridging old values and new 
contexts.

 Ecological Awareness as Cultural Heritage

Haul Kalembak forms an ecological awareness based on 
local values that is not only religious, but also ecological. It 
serves as a vehicle for contextual and communal 
experience-based environmental education.



The Connection between Disaster Mitigation and 
Local Wisdom

Ritual practices show that local wisdom is not just a 
legacy, but an adaptive instrument to disaster risk. 
Haul Kalembak can be interpreted as a form of eco-
spiritual practice that strengthens the socio-ecological 
resilience of indigenous peoples. 

Digital Integration and Tradition: Challenges and 
Opportunities

The challenge arises in the potential for cultural 
commodification and the loss of depth of meaning 
when displayed instantly in digital media. However, 
there is a great opportunity for cross-cultural 
education and the transfer of ecological value to the 
outside community through digitalization. Source:Kompas.com



CONCLUSION

• The Kalembak Haul ritual is not just a spiritual tradition, but a tangible form of local wisdom in 
maintaining the balance of nature and disaster mitigation.

• The ecological consciousness of the community is embedded through symbols and ritual practices, which 
strengthen the human connection with the environment spiritually and communally.

• The digitization of rites creates a new space for cultural preservation, allowing local values to reach 
young generations and global audiences.

• The involvement of the younger generation in digital documentation shows a shift in the role of society 
in the preservation of technology-based culture.

• Haul Kalembak is an example of adapting traditions in the context of changing times, maintaining 
spiritual essence while opening a dialogue with modern narratives about disaster mitigation and 
sustainability.

• Strengthening culture-based disaster mitigation strategies requires synergy between local communities, 
governments, and digital media as a collaborative ecosystem.

• The main challenge ahead is to maintain a balance between the preservation of sacred meaning and the 
exploration of digital media, so that cultural transformation does not erode the noble values it contains.
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