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INTRODUCTION
Learning Japanese has its

own complexity. It is due

to the characteristics of

Japanese language,

especially in the variety of

writing that is not found in

other foreign

languages that use Latin

letters in the writing

system

(Lensun, 2016)

In Japanese,there are five 

types of letters: hiragana, 

katakana, kanji, romaji, 

and figures

(Suzuki and Ishida, 1999)

Kanji is one of the 

difficulties felt by 

learners from non-

kanji users as 

Indonesian who use 

alphabetical 

characters (Visiaty 

and Yulianti, 2013; 

Herniwati & 

Aneros, 2014; 

Aneros, et al. 2024)

The difficulties faced by mostly non-kanji users are (1)

the number of ways to read a kanji, (2) the number of

strokes, (3) writing kanji (kanji stroke order), (4) similar-

looking kanji, (5) easily forget kanji because it is rarely

used, and (6) do not know how to memorize kanji

(Ulambayar, 2005)
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LITERATURE REVIEW
Maps have various names and shapes depending on the creator, such as concept maps, semantic 

maps, association maps, mind maps, and topic maps. In any case, they have in common that they 

are a way to visualize the relationships between concepts. They also have various functions, such 

as being a thinking tool, a memory technique, a creative technique, and a learning method (Seki, 

2019). 

The "Kanji Image Map" is based on the mind mapping method, but it emphasizes the positional 

relationship between the kanji character in the center and the kanji components arranged around it 

(Sasaki, 2011). Mind Mapping method has been shown to support permanent learning by helping

students to organize and connect information in a meaningful way (Dabbagh & Kitsantas, 2012).

“Kanji Mapping” is a representation that recontextualizes the learned kanji words and visualizes 

the network created in one's mind. Although it is based on the Mind Map of Buzan and 

Buzan, students can draw it however they like. The Kanji Map activity involves the learner 

choosing a kanji word and then representing it on the map. Using various learning strategies, the 

learner refines knowledge in the process of linking existing knowledge with new knowledge 

(Sasaki, 2011; Seki, 2017; Hayashi et.al, 2017)



METHOD

Research Design

A qualitative research method was employed to

investigate the effectiveness of kanji mapping as a

learning tool

Subject:

Japanese Language Education students in semester IV on

Chukyu Hyouki 2 (Total : 25 peoples)

The Instruments:

Kanji Mapping Sheet for 4 meetings (total 80 kanji

character) & Questionnaires (30 Questions)

4-point Likert type scale with strongly agree; agree;

disagree; and strongly disagree for

the items of the questionnaire, was developed to measure

students' attitude toward teaching through Kanji Mapping

method to learning kanji.



FINDING AND DISCUSSION
What are your views on the effects of the kanji mapping method on permanent learning?

The statement “supports permanent learning” came to the fore in the most. In addition, in the

opinions of some students about the effect of Kanji Mapping on permanent learning, it was seen

that most of them emphasized that it saves time, provides success, permanence in memory, fast

learning, facilitating learning, being fun, and keeping it in mind. They also stated that shapes and

colors are permanent in their minds and that it is an effective method because it helps to work

well.
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Summarizing with colors, it becomes permanent in our 
minds

strongly disagre disagree agree strongly agree

4%

24%

56%

16%

Kanji mapping allows me to remember kanji 
permanently in our brain

strongly disagre disagree agree strongly agree



FINDING AND DISCUSSION
Responses to their views on the effect of the mind map method on attention and focus time.

Prolongs my attention and focus, helps you focus faster, I learn faster because it draws attention,

I focus more because it attracts attention.
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24%

56%

16%

Prolongs my attention and focus

strongly disagre disagree agree strongly agree
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I learn faster because it draws attention

strongly disagre disagree agree strongly agree

4%

20%

60%

16%

kanji mapping helps you focus faster

strongly disagre disagree agree strongly agree



CONCLUSION

The kanji mapping method has a positive effect, it supports and provides the most

permanent learning, it stays in the mind more, it saves time, it prolongs my attention

and focus time, it is very enjoyable and motivation-enhancing because we choose

keywords that are easy to remember, fast learning. It has been seen that emphasis has

been placed on the aspects that enable us to be successful, and increase our

imagination.

The dissemination of kanji mapping and similar applications in the learning and

teaching process is considered important in terms of ensuring meaningful and

permanent learning. In addition, kanji mapping can be used to probe prior learning,

detect incorrect and incomplete learning, and facilitate remembering information and

concepts and the relationship between them.
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