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INTRODUCTION
1. Writing is a crucial language skill in education

2. Descriptive writing requires vivid and clear portrayal of subjects

3. Students often struggle with generating and organizing ideas

4. Collaborative learning can enhance writing skills through peer interaction

5. Collaboration fosters deeper understanding and skill development 

6. Study focuses on applying this approach at ESTIV 28 Novembro in Timor Leste



LITERATURE REVIEW
Writing is a fundamental language skill and holds an essential role in educational settings (Hyland,
2019). Particular attention is given to descriptive writing, which requires students to vividly, clearly,
and systematically portray objects, places, or events. Despite its importance, many students still
face difficulties in generating ideas and organizing paragraphs coherently and effectively (Brown,
2017).

To address these challenges, collaborative learning has emerged as a promising instructional
strategy. Johnson, Johnson, and Smith (2014) emphasize that collaborative learning encourages
students to work together in completing tasks, promoting deeper understanding and more effective
skill-building. This approach creates an interactive learning environment that supports idea sharing,
meaningful discussion, and active engagement in the writing process.

Furthermore, Storch (2013) found that peer collaboration enhances both motivation and writing
quality, particularly in second language (L2) contexts. Gillies (2016) reinforces this by stating that
group interaction facilitates writing development through constructive feedback and revision. In
addition, visual and multimedia support is recognized as a powerful tool to enrich learning
experiences and help students produce more vivid and expressive descriptions (Mayer, 2020).



METHOD
This research adopts a quasi-experimental method with a pre-test and 
post-test control group design (Creswell, 2018). The sample consists of 
two Grade 10 classes: an experimental group applying collaborative 
learning and a control group using conventional methods. The writing 
assessment instrument evaluates content, organization, vocabulary, 
and grammar (Weigle, 2002).



FINDING AND DISCUSSION
• The data analysis indicates that Grade 10 students in the

experimental class—who learned through a collaborative approach—
achieved significantly higher scores in descriptive text writing
compared to the control class taught using conventional methods.

• Statistical testing confirmed the significance of the score difference
(p < 0.05)

• Improvements were observed in:
• Richer content
• Better paragraph organization
• More varied vocabulary
• More accurate grammar usage



DISCUSSION
These findings support Storch (2013), who argued that peer collaboration
can enhance student motivation and improve writing performance. Through 
collaborative processes, students exchange ideas and provide feedback, 
which contributes to:
• Direct improvement in writing structure and content
• Deeper understanding of descriptive writing techniques
• Greater confidence and active participation in learning
The use of visual media during instruction also played a significant role. As 
Mayer (2020) notes, visual elements foster cognitive development and help 
learners generate more vivid and concrete descriptions.
Overall, the research demonstrates that the collaborative learning approach 
is not only theoretically sound but also practically effective in enhancing 
descriptive writing skills—particularly within second-language learning 
contexts such as Timor Leste.



CONCLUSION
The collaborative approach has proven effective in improving the
descriptive writing skills of ESTIV 28 Novembro students. Therefore,
teachers are encouraged to implement collaborative strategies in
writing instruction to support better learning outcomes.
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